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Out the Door
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Students put out 2,977 flags as part of the
memorial. Each flag represented someone

killed in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.
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Accessories For Home & Garden
Great Falls Center, Great Falls, Virginia

703.759.2825

FineLANDSCAPES
L     I     M     I     T    E    D

Luxury Design & Build
Great Falls, Virginia
703.421. 7441

3 DAY WAREHOUSE SALE &
FURNITURE CLEARANCE EVENT

21558 Stonetree Court, Sterling, VA 20166
TEL: 703.421.7441 x 100

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, September 17th – 19th 10AM- 5:00 PM
Extraordinary Savings on All In-Stock Outdoor Furniture Collections by Summer Classics.
Take Advantage of 40%-60% off Retail Prices! Plus, Greater Deals on Mis-Match, Scratch &

Dent and Discontinued Pieces!

3 DAYS ONLY! Don’t Miss It!
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News

See Dedicated to Freedom,  Page 7

See Weighing Punishment,  Page 15

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

G
reat Falls Freedom Plaza was the site of
the community’s annual 9/11 Memorial
Ceremony on Saturday night, Sept. 11.
More than 80 people, including a dozen

firefighters, attended to pay their respects for the
thousands who died in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks, including six Great Falls residents.

Guests included Chairwoman of the Board of Su-
pervisors Sharon Bulova (D-At-
large), Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) and Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34).

As the sun went down behind
the American and Virginia flags at
half-mast, guests took seats in
chairs around the plaza, or stood
facing the large stone in the cen-
ter of the plaza. In front of the
stone was a stand with six candles,
to be lit for each of the residents
who were on American Airlines
Flight 77, which hit the Pentagon.

Master of Ceremonies Andy Wilson started off the
ceremony by reflecting on his visit to the plaza ear-
lier that morning, which was the first time he had
been there by himself.

“I was reminded of the symbolism, the powerful
symbolism that attends this memorial,” he said. “The
people who put this together wanted it to be a place
where we could come and reflect.”

The keynote speaker was Paul Torpey, who is a
member of the Fairfax County Urban Search and
Rescue Team, which was deployed to the Pentagon a
few hours after the plane hit. The group is deployed
around the world to help assist with earthquakes,
hurricanes and other disasters. Despite their prepa-
ration and experience, Torpey said they were all a
little shocked with the attack right in their own back-
yard.

“Despite all the experience on the team in being in
all these difference places with these different disas-
ters, we weren’t ready to pull up and see fire and
smoke coming from the Pentagon and a fairly good

section of the building collapsed,”
he said.

Torpey described his team’s role
that day, and the days to follow as
they helped shore up damaged
sections of the building so search
and rescue operations could keep
going.

“Working in an environment
with heat and smoke, we’re not
equipped to deal with that, we
don’t have the breathing appara-
tus the fire department had, and
we don’t have the special gear that

can take heat conditions,” Torpey said. “If you know
anything about the Pentagon, it’s a very difficult fa-
cility to navigate when the lights are on and there’s

Dedicated to Freedom
Great Falls Freedom
Plaza hosts annual
9/11 ceremony.

Ed Heberg lights a candle during the ceremony at the
Great Falls Freedom Plaza in recognition of one of the
six Great Falls residents that died in the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks.
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Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

“I was reminded of
the symbolism, the
powerful symbolism
that attends this
memorial.”

— Andy Wilson

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

U
nder different circumstances, Josh Ander
son would have been headed to college this
fall, likely joining a college football team.

His parents, Tim and Sue Anderson, had been look-
ing forward to this time in their lives. Josh was the
youngest of their four children, leaving Tim and Sue
Anderson as empty nesters.

Instead of planning trips to watch Josh play his
first season of college football, the Andersons are
left with sadness and despair.

One morning in March 2009, Sue Anderson went
to rouse her son from bed and found him dead in
their Vienna home. Josh, then a junior at South Lakes
High School, died of suicide the day before he was
to face expulsion from the Fairfax County school sys-
tem at a disciplinary hearing.

EARLIER THAT MONTH, Josh and his friend
smoked marijuana on a car ride back to school from
lunch at Taco Bell. A South Lakes assistant principal

smelled marijuana on the students when they arrived
back on campus and Josh was immediately placed
on home suspension.

This was Josh’s second violation. In 2008, he had
been kicked out of Langley High School when a
school official found a small amount of marijuana in
his bag.

Given that this he was a repeat offender, a lawyer
told Josh and his mother that it was unlikely Fairfax
County Public Schools would allow him to return to
South Lakes or another general education program.

His best hope was to be offered a program at one
of the county’s alternative high schools. Otherwise,
his parents would have to consider moving, sending
him to a military academy or enrolling him in an-
other type of private school, said Sue Anderson.

In a statement written immediately after the inci-
dent, Josh wrote:

“I’m honestly going to try my hardest to fix this,
help my parents, they haven’t raised me to be like
this in any way. I’m so scared for the future, this
wasn’t worth any of it at all. I’ve only recently been
thinking I could make college football and I’ve got-
ten so excited about it and now everything is ruined.”

IN ADDITION TO being suspended, Tim and Sue
Anderson prohibited Josh from using his computer,
iPod, cell phone, car or video games.

They took Josh’s first marijuana offense seriously
as a mental health matter. After the incident at Lan

One Strike, They’re Out
Some families call the
school system’s polices
on marijuana punitive
and ineffective.

South Lakes Junior Josh Anderson died of suicide the
night before he faced expulsion from the school system
in 2009. His death has raised questions about the way
Fairfax County Public Schools handles disciplinary
matters.
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See Week in Great Falls,  Page 9

News

E
xperts say that a person will always remem-
ber where he or she was and what they were
doing when they heard the news about the

Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. But what about those
who were too young at the time of the attacks to
remember that day? This is the issue that Langley
High School students wanted to address with their
“9/11, Never Forget” memorial.

Incoming freshman at the school were very young
on Sept. 11, 2001. They do not have the vivid memo-
ries that adults have of that day in history.

So students in the LHS Young Republicans Club
decided to make a memorial in front of the school.

Their hopes were to keep the deep patriotism Ameri-
cans felt that day alive for future generations.

“That is why we’ve decided to place 2,977 Ameri-
can flags in front of Langley, in order to remind stu-
dents at Langley of the victims of 9/11, so that we
do not let the deep patriotic spirit so prevalent in
the wake on the attacks ever fade away,” said Will
Mannon, LHS class of 2011.

Students placed the 2, 977 flags in the ground in
front of the school. Each flag represents a person
who died in the attacks nine years ago. The rock in
front of Langley High School was panted with the
words “9/11, Never Forget.”

The McLean community funded this project. Spon-
sors include the McLean Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 8241 and Chain Bridge Bank.

— Stephanie Knapp

The words ‘Never Forget’ are emblazoned on a rock in front of Langley High School.

Students at
Langley High
School put up
a memorial in
front of the
school to
commemorate
the ninth
anniversary of
the Sept. 11,
2001 terrorist
attacks.

Langley Students Remember
Langley High School un-
veils Never Forget Project.
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Supervisor Foust Hosts Public
Meeting on Lewinsville Road

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) will host a public forum
Tuesday Sept. 21, at 7 p.m. at Spring Hill Elementary, about
changes to Lewinsville Road. The meeting will review the project
changes that will be implemented to address those issues and
concerns.

Changes are coming that will impact traffic patterns and im-
prove pedestrian safety along Lewinsville Road. These changes
will result from projects that relocate the entrance for Spring Hill
Rec Center and construct a median and pedestrian crossing in
front of Spring Hill Elementary School.

Over the past 18 months, Foust and staff from Fairfax County’s
Transportation Department, Park Authority, Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools and Virginia Department of Transportation have ad-
dressed numerous issues and concerns raised by the community
and the Schools related to the projects.

Spring Hill Elementary is located at 8201 Lewinsville Road. For
more information contact Julie Ide at 703-356-0551 (TTY 711)
or by e-mail at julie.ide@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Saint Luke School Sponsors 5K
The 3rd annual Wildcat 5K and Family Fun Run, will be Satur-

day, Sept. 25 at 8:30 a.m. The 5K course is shady and scenic,
going through gently rolling hills in McLean. The half-mile Fam-
ily Fun Run takes runners around Saint Luke Church and Saint
Luke School and then across the finish line, where they are
awarded with commemorative finisher medals. T-shirt and fabu-
lous post-race festivities are included.

The cost is $25 for the 5K, and $12 for the Family Fun Run ages
5 and up, children under 5 are free.

DocTalkers
To Host Informational Session

DocTalkers, an award-winning family medical practice whose
patients can access their medical team 24/7, will host a presenta-
tion Saturday Sept. 25, from 10-11:30 a.m. at its Great Falls sales
office, 1025-P Seneca Road in Great Falls.

DocTalkers offers patient access that includes nights and week-
ends with regular on-site visits, house or work place calls. They
offer both primary and urgent care and can treat 80 percent of
issues that end up in the ER, saving hours of waiting, anxiety and
stress, and often much of the cost of an emergency room visit.

This information program by our strategic partner is free and
open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP
by Sept. 24 at 703-421-0690 or e-mail at
sfields@greatfallsassistedliving.com.

Starshine Theater
Hosts Open House

Starshine Theater will host an open house Saturday Sept. 18 at
The School of Theatrical Dance in the Great Falls Village Center.
A series of free demo classes will run from 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Offerings will include: guitar improvisation, voice/guitar combo,
how to audition for a stage show, how to write a script for stage
production and improvisation activities for all ages.

RSVP by Sept. 15. All children should be accompanied by an
adult. Time slots for Demo classes will be scheduled according to
interests and availability, and will be posted by Sept 16.

For more information, call 703-790-9050, or e-mail
StarshineTheater@aol.com.

Bread Tasting at Colvin Run Mill
Let your taste buds venture beyond your favorite leavened loaf

to savor the breadth of breads enjoyed around the world during a
tasting program at Colvin Run Mill in Great Falls Saturday, Sept.
25, from 10:30 a.m.-12 noon.

Week in Great Falls
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

For your Auto, Home, Life and Health Insurance
needs, see State Farm Agent:
Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, IllinoisP02720 04/02

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

WE
LIVE

WHERE
YOU

LIVE.™

News

See Watershed,  Page 6

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

F
airfax County is in the process of making plans
to improve each one of its 30 watersheds, and
the plan for the Nichol Run and Pond Branch

watersheds, which are located in the portions of
Great Falls closest to the Potomac River, is reaching
its final phase. The plans are being created in an
attempt to mitigate poor stream quality that has been
prevalent in Fairfax County.

“We conducted a complete assessment of the con-
dition of the streams across the
county, and it turned out that most
of the streams were considered im-
paired, over 70 percent,” said Fred
Rose, chief of the Watershed Plan-
ning and Assessment Branch of
Fairfax County. “We knew we had
to do something to reverse that
trend, so the next logical step was
to develop plans on how we would
achieve the restoration.”

The Nichol Run watershed is an
area of approximately 8.2 square
miles, and has about 31.8 miles of
perennial streams. A 2005 physical
assessment studied 13.7 miles of stream in Nichol
Run, and more than half were places in the good
category.

The Pond Branch watershed is 8.5 square miles
and has 23.8 miles of perennial streams. The same
2005 study assessed 17 miles of streams in Pond
Branch, and large portions were rated poor, very poor

and good, giving the watershed an overall “fair” as-
sessment.

The Watershed Advisory Group for Nichol Run and
Pond Branch has met five times so far, and has iden-
tified project areas and restoration strategies, and
has begun looking at projects that will help improve
the watersheds.

The projects could involve construction, such as
the retrofitting and modification of storm water
ponds or stream restoration. Some involve public
outreach programs, such as a rain barrel program,
which encourages residents to place barrels at the
end of their downspouts, which reduces the amount
of storm water runoff, as well as provides chlorine-
free water for plants, lawn and fish tanks.

Fairfax County has been sending postcards to prop-
erty owners that are nearby projects that are planned,
and they are looking for feedback from those resi-
dents.

“Just because a project is in the plan doesn’t mean
we’re about to start digging,” said Joe Sanchirico,

an ecologist with Fairfax County.
“We’d like to get to them all, but
we’re just not sure which projects
will be moved to the top of the pri-
orities list.”

The proposed projects are being
prioritized using a series of factors,
and they are being grouped into
10-year and 25-year implementa-
tions groups.

“Right now, we’re in the plan-
ning phase, when we get to the
ground, that’s when we make de-
cisions on how to proceed,” said

Sajan Polcharel, an engineer with the county.
One of the reasons the county is trying to improve

its watersheds is to get a head start on what could
be mandated with the study of the Chesapeake Bay
that is currently going on. Polcharel said he believes
that it behooves the county to start working on the

From left, Fairfax County Ecologist Joe Sanchirico, Tom Wasaff of the Virginia
Department of Transportation and Takisha Cannon of Fairfax County, discuss wa-
tershed projects for the Nichol Run and Pond Branch watersheds at Herndon High
School Sept. 9

Planning for the Future
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Watershed plans
for Nichol Run and
Pond Branch are
being constructed.

“Just because a
project is in the
plan doesn’t mean
we’re about to
start digging.”

— Joe Sanchirico, Fairfax
County ecologist
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Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210

Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Herndon
Souliotis@allstate.com

Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

DON’T HOPE SO. KNOW SO.
You can’t predict when an accident will happen.
So get the coverage you need now. Call me for
a fast, free Good Hands® Coverage Checkup.
I can help you make sure you get the right
coverage at the best possible price.

Doggie Days

20% Off
in-plant cleaning

through
Sept. 25, 2010

Doggie Days

20% Off
in-plant cleaning

through
Sept. 25, 2010

Rug Repairs

10% Off
all in-plant repairs

through
Sept. 25, 2010

Rug Repairs

10% Off
all in-plant repairs

through
Sept. 25, 2010

Wall to Wall Steam
Any 3 Areas

139. 400 sq ft
4 to 6 Areas

199. 800 sq ft
6 to 8 Areas

299. 1,000 sq ft
Offer good through 9/25/10.

Not valid with any other offers.

Wall to Wall Steam
Any 3 Areas

139. 400 sq ft
4 to 6 Areas

199. 800 sq ft
6 to 8 Areas

299. 1,000 sq ft
Offer good through 9/25/10.

Not valid with any other offers.

News

From Page 5

Watershed Planning Now
Get Involved

Fairfax County is currently seeking feedback on pro-
posed projects for the Nichol Run and Pond Branch
Watersheds. A public forum will take place Thursday,
Sept. 23, from 7-9 p.m., at Herndon High School. Those
who cannot make it to the forum can comment on the
projects from Sept. 23 to Oct. 23 by going to
www. fa i r f axcoun ty .gov/dpwes/wate r sheds/
nicholrun_docs.htm or e-mailing
watersheds@fairfaxcounty.gov. Call 703-324-5500, TTY
711 or Fax 703-802-5955 Send mail to Stormwater Plan-
ning Division, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite
449, Fairfax VA, 22035.

projects now.
“We wanted to step forward with the implemen-

tation of these projects, so that when the time comes
that we’ll be mandated, we’re already at the fore-
front of watershed improvement,” he said.

While the plans for Fairfax County watersheds are
in various stages of completion, there is a timetable
for their completion. Rose said the goal is “to, by
the end of the year, have these documents finalized
and sent to the board [of supervisors] for adoption.”

The next step in creating the plan for the Nichol
Run and Pond Branch plans will be a public forum
on Thursday, Sept. 23, from 7-9 p.m., at Herndon
High School. Anyone who lives near a proposed
project or just wants to provide input on the pro-
posed projects is encouraged to attend. The draft of

the plan is currently available at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/watersheds, then
clicking on “Nichol Run and Pond Branch.”

The Neighbors Foundation will hold a 5K run/walk
Oct. 2 to raise money for care packages sent to troops
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The family-friendly event will be held at Fountain-
head Regional Park in Fairfax Station. It will kick off
at 8:45 a.m. with words from a service member who
was the recipient of Neighbors Foundation care pack-
ages while serving in Afghanistan, followed by the
race start, rain or shine, at 9 a.m. The entry fee is
$27 per adult and all proceeds from this event will
cover the postage cost to send care packages over-
seas.

Operation Care 5k Funds Care Packages for Troops
Soldiers regularly reach out to Neighbors Founda-

tion to demonstrate their appreciation for receiving
the care packages by sending pictures and thank you
letters.

Runners may register on Active.com. Neighbors
Foundation will staff a tent where children can write
letters to soldiers.

For more information, contact Heather Rainey at
OperationCarePackage@gmail.com, or visit
www.neighborsfoundation.org. Fountainhead Re-
gional Park is located at 10875 Hampton Road, Fairfax
Station, VA 22039.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  September 15-21, 2010  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Authorized Agent of

Around the corner from the Ice House  •  Across the street from the Fire Station • Same block as Jimmy’s Tavern
681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 47 years
Oriental Rug Cleaning & Repairs In Our Plant

Same Location Since 1969

www.RobertsCarpets.com

STOREWIDE CARPET SALE
• Karastan  •  Mohawk  •  Shaw

6244-K Little River Turnpike • Alexandria, VA 22312
703.914.1700

maizbon.com

“Fine Dining with
Quality Food and
Superb Service”

Maizbon Afghan Grill is open 7 days a week between 11:30am
to 2:30pm. Dinner is served between 4pm to 10pm.

Visit our website to see our delicious menu and fabulous review

Lunch Buffet Daily

News

Members of the Great Falls Fire Department hold their hands over their hearts during
the national anthem.
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From Page 3

Dedicated to Freedom
no smoke.”
Patti Flowers sang several patriotic tunes through-

out the ceremony, including “America the Beautiful”
and “God Bless America.” After Torpey spoke, and in
between songs, Bob Pattavina read the names of the
six Great Falls residents and Ed Heberg lit a candle
as each name was called.

“It was a really moving ceremony, it’s nice to see
9-11 remembered on a local level in addition to all
the big ceremonies,” said Hugh Davison, a retired
Air Force pilot who lives in nearby Vienna. “I heard
about this ceremony and knew of the memorial here,
and figured it would be a worthwhile experience.”

The Great Falls Freedom Plaza was opened in 2004
and serves as the site for the annual 9/11 ceremony,
as well as ceremonies on Memorial Day and Veter-
ans Day. It is also the starting point for the annual
Fourth of July 5K race.

Guests at the Great
Falls Freedom Plaza
for the 9/11 Memo-
rial Ceremony hold
candles at the con-
clusion of the cer-
emony, in memory of
those who lost their
lives that day.

Ed Heberg lights a candle during the
ceremony at the Great Falls Freedom
Plaza in recognition of one of the six

Great Falls residents died in the Sept.
11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

GREAT PRICES ON CRUISES FROM BALTIMORE:
Thanksgiving, Nov. 20-29, $420 up

Bermuda, Nov. 13-18, $312 up
New Year’s Cruise, Dec. 27-Jan. 8, $800 up

Bahamas Cruise, Jan. 29-Feb. 7, $460 up
Southern Caribbean, Feb. 7-19, $496 up

CALL US TODAY FOR RESERVATIONS!!

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org
4057 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “GINGER”
D.O.B. September 1, 2009.
Retriever/Chow, spayed female, 55
lbs. Just wait until you see the smile
on Ginger’s face when she meets
you. In fact, her whole body will
wiggle to show you how sweet she
is. She’s good with cats, great with
other dogs and perfect with people
of any age. She’s housebroken and
past the puppy stage; however, if

you want to toss a toy or two, she’ll be happy to play with you. Don’t
miss the chance to meet this sweetheart and get
ready for her smile to dazzle you. Attributes:
She’s a total sweetheart!
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Opinion

G
overnment is supposed to do a
couple of things well, and selling
Jim Beam and Grey Goose isn’t
one of them,” Gov. Bob McDonnell

was quoted as saying this week.
Consider how well-endowed Virginia’s trans-

portation infrastructure could be if only it were
run like the state-owned liquor stores.

When you buy a bottle of spirits from a Vir-
ginia Alcoholic Beverage Control store, 50 per-
cent or more of what you pay goes di-
rectly to the state, funding schools,
public safety and other key state func-
tions. Other states collect less than 10
percent. This system delivers more than $240
million a year to fund core state functions.

By contrast, Virginia has privatized the wid-
ening of the Beltway, turning over 100 percent
the toll revenue to a private company more or
less forever (50 years). And the tolls will likely
amount to more than $10 per car to ride in
the “High Occupancy Toll” lanes during rush
hour. (To be fair, the private company is wid-
ening the Beltway, building the new HOT lanes
and rebuilding the aging bridges along and

over the Beltway in the process, although the
state could have done that by selling bonds
based on projected toll revenue.)

Instead of collecting tolls, or at least writing
a contract that shares the revenue, from pub-
lic-private highway partnerships to provide a
long-term stream of revenue for transportation,
or raising the gas tax, Gov. Bob McDonnell
wants to use the money from selling off the
state’s very lucrative liquor business. (To be

fair, McDonnell’s Democratic predeces-
sors signed off on the public-private
transportation deals.)

But turning the liquor business over
to private companies won’t generate nearly the
same revenue for Virginia, won’t generate more
than a drop in the bucket for the state’s trans-
portation needs, and will take away critical
funding for other services, including education
and public safety.

McDonnell wants to trade the annual rev-
enue of $240 million-plus for a one-time infu-
sion of $500 million by auctioning off 1,000
retail liquor licenses. That will be an increase
of more than 600 stores selling liquor. Most of

the money that now goes into the state coffers
would be turned over as profit for the private
businesses.

McDonnell proposes to make up some of the
difference by adding fees to alcoholic bever-
ages served in restaurants, which any restau-
rant owner can tell you is about the last thing
they really need in this economy.

And any one large business would be allowed
to buy as many as 25 percent of the total num-
ber of licenses, meaning the market could be
dominated by a few big box stores.

The Virginia Federation of Retailers say that
McDonnell’s plan doesn’t allow enough oppor-
tunity for small retailers, and the Virginia Wine
Wholesalers oppose the plan because they ex-
pect large retailers will bypass local wine.

For McDonnell, his single term in office will
be a success no matter what the consequences.

Here are his goals: Shrink the size of state
government. Lower taxes, or at a minimum,
don’t raise them. Privatize, privatize, privatize.

Will there be adequate funding to provide a
education worthy of the state that is “home of
the internet?” For public safety, for neediest
citizens, for people with disabilities, or even
for some transportation relief? Not his prob-
lem.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

One Thing Commonwealth Is Doing Well
This is no time to trade $240 million
a year for uncertainty.

Editorial

By Jim Poppleton

Great Falls

I
t is an undisputable fact that a handful of
callous and unconscionable extremists hi
jacked the oft-honorable doctrines of an

extremely popular belief system, then pro-
ceeded to carryout horrendous and well-pon-
dered schemes which slaughtered thousands
of innocent Americans.

The painful but ever-cherished memories of
those who once were, but are now obliterated,
perpetually lingers in the hearts, minds and
souls of surviving loved-ones, as well as in our
nation’s collective psyche.

We will forever carry so deep
within us unspeakable scars inflicted
as a result of the horrific and cold-
hearted plot perpetrated by these sick, de-
praved and shameless men.

Though some may forgive, what these truly
evil men did can never be forgotten.

We are now asked to open our still-fragile
hearts and allow others of this same belief sys-
tem — perhaps less extreme — to create monu-
ments to honor and help perpetuate the very
sect that sacrificed the blood of our brothers
and sisters in the name of their god.

The pain is still too fresh. The outrage is still
too strong. Such deep gaping wounds can only
begin to heal with time and acceptance, and
until that tomorrow which we all so direly seek
arrives, monuments of glory for such a twisted
sect should not be built.

The actions of those few men were born of a
belief system that is either inherently flawed
or incapable of policing itself. Unquestionably,

this organization, knowingly or not, harbored
a radical, extremist and despicable group of
wicked men. Whatever the reason, it is only
natural and reasonable for the group that gave
birth to such evil to suffer consequences. It is
natural and desirable that irresponsible actions
bring undesirable consequences.

All Americans — and all people of honor-
able character — have no choice but to refuse
to be silent on this matter. Our hallowed
ground must not be defiled, and we must not
permit the sanctity of our loved-ones’ memo-
ries, which is all we have left of them, to be
desecrated.

Thus, it is righteous, just, admirable
and necessary for all to take a prin-
cipled stand and refuse to allow any
Republican campaign buildings or

offices to be placed anywhere on our sacred
lands — the very same land which now eter-
nally blankets the remains of the 4,400 brave
and honorable soldiers which the extremist
Bush Administration deceitfully and needlessly
sacrificed in the of name of their all-mighty
god of corporate greed and war profiteering.
All of these innocent men and women suffered
their abrupt and heart wrenching fate only
because evil and despicable men such as Bush,
Cheney, Rumsfeld, Powell, Wolfowitz, Libby,
Perle, Card and Rove, through blatant lies, forg-
ery and deception, defrauded America into a
totally needless war.

These unconscionable extremists were not
merely members of their extremely popular
belief system, they were, rather, its very back-
bone, the most-high priests and pope of this
political sect. It was this most-senior leader-

ship who schemed together purposefully, reck-
lessly and unforgivably to march our soldiers
to their graves.

Before this November, however, many oth-
ers belonging to this very same belief system
will symbolically jab millions of signs proclaim-
ing the alleged nobility of their principles into
the very same earth which now eternally blan-
kets the stone-cold remains of their victims,
spears of victory driven towards the hearts of
those which the leaders of this very same group
sent off to be slaughtered.

If others within this same belief system —
the sect of social conservatives whose priority,
unabashedly, is maximization of corporate
profits — are reasonable and rational, they
should freely acknowledge that their organi-
zation gave birth to, harbored, then chose to
be led by this evil group of men  and thus will-
ingly “pay the price” and accept the natural
consequences of their irresponsible actions.

There should not be, and all Republicans
with any sensitivity or empathy should accept
and understand, any buildings, shrines, offices
or halls of victory, funded directly by we Ameri-
cans, to honor Republicans, standing this No-
vember — no, not yet.

The scars are too deep and too fresh. The
deceit was too vile and repugnant. The deceit
is unforgivable, but some will eventually for-
give. No shrines so proudly displaying and
shoving such a twisted belief system of priori-
ties in our faces should stand just yet.

And we of honor and principle must stand
as one to allow all some time to heal. For no
less than the honor of those whom the evil men
sent to death.

No, Not Yet Americans should not support sect that led
to death of thousands of our countrymen.

Commentary
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Enjoy a Resort in Your Backyard!

Serving Northern Virginia for Over 25 Years
703-938-POOL (7665)

• New Residential & Commercial Pool
   Construction & Renovations
• Design, Installation & Service Experts

  PLUS
• Pool Opening Specialists
• Complete Renovations
• Weekly Maintenance & Repairs
• Full Line of Pool & Spa Chemicals

FREE
Polaris Pool Cleaner with
Purchase of Any New Pool

With coupon only • Expires 9/30/10
Not valid with other offers

$100 OFF

$500 OFF
Any Renovation
$3000 Minimum

2010 Service Contract

Aquatic Construction

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

Benches,
Fountains,
Bird Baths

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &

Hardscape Estimates
Landscape Design Services Available

Bonsai & Orchids
25% Off

         New Bonsai Dishes

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls, Walkways
Paver Driveways & So Much More

No Sub-Contracting

Japanese Maples
To 12'

30-50% Off
Over 100 Varieties

Pansies 97¢
Regularly $1.89

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

We Have Mums All Sizes

Shredded Hardwood Mulch
        $3.39 3 cu. ft.

Top Soil, Fill Dirt, Mulch & Playground Chips
$24.99 cu. yd.

60-75%
OFF POTS

New Shipments

60-75%
OFF POTS

New Shipments

From Page 4

News

The cost is $22 per person. To register, contact
Colvin Run Mill Historic Site at 703-769-2771. For
more information about the park, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm.

Great Falls Schools of Art
Offering Fall Classes

The Great Falls School of Art is offers more than
50 classes and workshops between mid-September
and mid-December. Registration is ongoing. Those
who need to miss a class should note that pro-rated

course fees may be an option. A number of choices
are free.

The art school’s fall semester was planned with
busy schedules in mind. Escape for just a few hours
in one of the more than 40 workshops offered or
enroll in a weekly class for more concentrated work
in specific medium and techniques. Day, evening and
weekend times are available. All classes and work-
shops have been designed to accommodate a variety
of experience levels.

If you are interested in oils, way into watercolor,
curious about collage, partial to paper, mad about
mosaics or eager to experiment with acrylics, check
out these and other fall class and workshop options
at www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org.
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O
n Saturday, Aug. 28, The Arts Council of
Fairfax County gave a preview of the up–
coming International Children’s Festival,

Sept. 18 -19.  The audience was treated to dances
from around the globe, from Bolivian Folk Dance and
Indian Classical Dance to Egyptian and Persian
Dance, to a classic cancan. Children in the audience
tried to mimic the moves of the performers – while
some of the more enthusiastic tried to join the groups
performing on the stage.

Families from the Washington Metropolitan area
will be able to enjoy the art of music, dance, perfor-
mance and crafts at the Festival held at Wolf Trap.
Youth performers from Mexico and Poland, as well
as more than 60 local cultural groups, will display
beautiful costumes, breathtaking performances and

Tap dancers from South Riding Dance Academy please the crowd with their festive
costumes and routine.

Rhythm of the Globe
40th annual International
Children’s Festival

WHEN: Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 18 and 19, 10
a.m. – 4 p.m.; Rain or Shine!

WHERE: Wolf Trap National Park for the Perform-
ing Arts, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna

WHO:  The event is open to the public. The Festival
is produced by the Arts Council of Fairfax County in
cooperation with the National Park Service and the Wolf
Trap Foundation for Performing Arts.

COST:  Free for children 2 and under, $8 for children
and seniors and $12 for adults, weekend passes avail-
able

International Children’s
Festival comes back to
Wolf Trap.

Fraternidad Cultural Pachamama, a Bolivian folklore
group was, founded in Washington, D.C. in 2000.

Dancers from the Virginia Ballet Company and School
stretch before their performance. From left: Jessie Strong
of Springfield, Gwynneth Lau of Springfield, Layna
Lamons of Burke, Sarah Friedlander of Fairfax, and
Courtney Johnson of Burke.

The Fairfax
Corner Grand

Plaza is full
of people

enjoying the
modern

dance rou-
tine of

dances from
south Riding
Dance Acad-

emy.

Entertainment

an appreciation of traditions and customs from
around the world.  The diversity of the Washington
region will be reflected in the performers, shows, arts,
crafts, hands-on learning experiences, audiences, and
all the activities throughout the Park.

For more information about the International
Children’s Festival, go to
internationalchildrensfestival.org.
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Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 12

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 15
McLean Antique Association

Meeting. 10 a.m. at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. A program on the
Titanic Disaster and its impact on the
Washington, D.C. area. With Michael
Kelly, an expert on the history of the
RMS Titanic. Why the Titanic was
built, for whom it was designed, how
it exemplified the Gilded Age, and
the fate of the prominent
Washingtonians who were passengers
on the Titanic’s fateful maiden
voyage. 703-444-4470.

Peter Bradley Adams and Matthew
Perryman Jones. 7:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Book Discussion. 10:30 a.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Call for title. Adults. 703-
757-8560.

Lunch Bunnies. 11 a.m. Patrick Henry
Library, 101 Maple Ave. East, Vienna.
Bring a snack and enjoy stories and
songs. Age 1-5 with adult. Register at
703-938-0405.

Toddler Tales. 10:30 a.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. Stories and activities. Age 2-
3 with adult. 703-242-4020.

English Conversation Group. 12
p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. English
practice for adult non-native
speakers. 703-242-4020.

Model Investment Club of
Northern Virginia. 7 p.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Learn
more about investing. This group will
meet on the third Wednesday all
year. Adults. 703-790-8088.

Personalized Microsoft Office
Training. 7:15 p.m. Tysons-Pimmit
Regional Library, 7584 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. A 45-minute one-
on-one Microsoft Office training
session with a technology volunteer.
Call for appointment. Adults. 703-
790-8088.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 16
Vietnam Veterans of America Inc.

Chapter 227 Meeting. 7:30 p.m.
at Neighbor’s Restaurant, 262D
Cedar Lane, Cedar Lane Shopping
Center, Vienna. Vietnam veteran LtC.
James Zumwalt (USMC Ret.) will
speak about his book “Bare Feet, Iron
Will”. All veterans and the public
invited. Free admission. 703-255-
0353 or www.vva227.org.

The Pimps of Joytime and Mojo.
8:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Falling for Stories. 10:30 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Stories and
activities. Age 3-5 with adult. 703-
293-6227.

Afternoon Reading Group. 1 p.m.
City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North St., Fairfax. Women of
the Silk by Gail Tsukiyama. Adults.
703-293-6227.

Book Discussion. 7:30 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Call for title. Adults. 703-
757-8560.

OK Book Discussion. 7 p.m. Oakton
Library, 10304 Lynnhaven Place,
Oakton. The Professor and the
Madman by Simon Winchester.
Adults. 703-242-4020.

Music Together. 11 a.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Join
other families in sharing songs,
instrument play, movement, dance,
and rhythm activities in a
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1617 Washington Plaza N., Reston, VA 20190
Ph.: 703-707-0660 • Fax: 703-707-0662

Open 7 Days a Week • M-F 11am-2am • Sat & Sun 10am-2am

Now
Showing:
All your
favorite
sports

FREE
appetizer buffet

(in the bar)
Mon-Fri

4pm to 7pm
“Our Mediterranean cuisine offers a little bit of Greece and Italy,
as well as popular American dishes. Food is always fresh and
cooked to perfection.” —Chefs Hugo and Vasilles

www.kalypsossportstavern.com

BRUNCH
Saturday
& Sunday
10 am–2 pm

“Dine by the Lake” at Lake Anne

✁

Bring this coupon with you and receive a

FREE APPETIZER
with the purchase of an entrée, pizza, pasta or sandwich. This offer is
available only Monday-Friday 11 am-4 pm. Expires September 30, 2010

HAVE LUNCH BY THE LAKE

Grand
Opening

Celebration
on September 10

featuring

“Sam Gunderson
& Cactus Groove”

Calendar

From Page 11

developmentally appropriate setting.
703-790-8088.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 17
‘The Frost/Nixon Tapes’. 8 p.m. at

McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. 703-790-
0123.

“Mauritius”. 8 p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner.
Estranged sisters discover a book of
rare stamps after their mother’s
death, then three seedy collectors
arrive. $25 adults, $15 students.
www.1stStageTysons.org/mauritius
or 703-854-1856.

Luke Brindley CD Release and
Chelsea Lee. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

ABBA: The Music. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. $38 in-
house, $25 lawn. 703-255-1868 or
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 18
‘The Frost/Nixon Tapes’. 8 p.m. at

McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. 703-790-0123.

“Mauritius”. 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. Estranged sisters discover a
book of rare stamps after their
mother’s death, then three seedy
collectors arrive. $25 adults, $15
students. www.1stStageTysons.org/
mauritius or 703-854-1856.

Fairfax County Master Gardeners.
10 a.m. City of Fairfax Regional
Library, 10360 North St., Fairfax.
Horticultural tips, information,
techniques and advice to home
gardeners. Adults. 703-293-6227.

Golden Dragon Acrobats from
China. 7 p.m. Wolf Trap Foundation
for the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap
Road, Vienna.

Tickets $15-$38. 703-255-1868 or
www.wolftrap.org.

Neighborhood Plant Clinic. 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. The
Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association gives tips and strategies.
703-242-4020.

Baby/Kids Consignment Sale. 9
a.m.–1 p.m. Chantilly High School
Cafeteria, 4201 Stringfellow Road,
Chantilly.

Children’s clothing, books, sports and
games, CDs and DVDs, furniture, car
seats, maternity wear, toys and more.
Free admission. Sponsored by Fairfax
County Mothers of Multiples.
www.fcmom.org.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 19
Super-H 5K Run, Walk & Wheel. At

Tysons Sport and Health in Tysons
Corner, 8250 Greensboro Drive,
McLean. Registration at 7 a.m., the
race at 8 a.m. Includes post-race
party and food. Proceeds support
National Rehabilitation Hospital’s
adaptive sports programs which
enable those with disabilities to play
wheelchair basketball, soccer, sled
hockey, rugby and more. $25.
Register at 202-877-1774 or
www.nrhrehab.org.

Butterfly Garden Guided Tours. 3
p.m. Meadowlark Botanical Gardens,
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court,
Vienna. An introductory guided
stroll. Learn how the gardens attract
butterflies. Members free, non-
member adults $4, seniors and age 7-
17 $1.50, under age 6 free. Rental
binoculars available at the Visitor
Center. 703-255-3631, ext. 0 or
www.nvrpa.org/park/
meadowlark_botanical_gardens.

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
Bingo. 7 p.m. at the VVFD, 400
Center St. South, Vienna. Games held
every Sunday in the Flame Room.
www.vvfd.org.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

.

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
Pre-School Teachers

College Degree Required

Elementary School Teachers
College Degree Required 

• General Teachers, K - 3

Middle School Teachers
• V ideo Specialist, PT, T/Th

12:30 - 3:30

Extended Care Counselors
$8-10/hr, based on experience
Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com

FAX: 703-713-3336

BOOKKEEPING ASSISTANT
Full-time Assistant needed for fast-

paced Great Falls office.  Experience 
preferred and organizational skills a 

must, but will train eager candidate.  Ex-
perience in Microsoft Office esp. Excel, 
QuickBooks, Projector, Accounting and 
personal assistance are pluses.  If you 
are detail-oriented, thorough, persona-
ble and able to prioritize, send resume 

to: . a.kail@epcsolutions.com
phone: 703-757-4470.

Community Services Manager

Non-profit seeks self-directed, experienced 
professional. Social workers or nurses are ide-
al candidates. Applicant must have 10 years 
documented experience caring for people with 
dementia and their families. Must be profi-
cient in public speaking and community net-
working. Duties include but not limited to ed-
ucational presentations specific to dementia 
and caregiving concerns. Full time with ex-
ceptional benefits, salary upper 40s, office is 
located in Fairfax County, Virginia. Travel 
area includes Greater Washington DC Metro 
area. Send resume to jane.priest@alz.org or 
fax to Jane Priest @ 703-359-4441. EOE

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Busy ophthalmology and laser vision 
correction practice in Tyson’s Corner 
seeks motivated individual to join our 

patient relations department. Excellent 
customer service and phone skills 
required. Good benefits available. 

Fax resume to 703-287-4127.

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring
No experience?

Job Training & Placement
Assistance Available

1-800-381-1734

HOUSEKEEPER

Full-time.  Couple seeking energetic woman 
for cleaning, laundry & light cooking.  Exp 
preferred.  References required.   Own trans-
portation necessary.  Call: 703-847-8862. 

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring

No experience?
Job Training & Placement

Assistance Available
1-800-385-2615

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

VDOT is hiring

Equipment Repair Technicians
for the Northern Virginia area.  

For position descriptions, locations, 
and to apply go to: www.vdot.jobs.

We keep Virginia Moving

VDOT is an equal opportunity employer

LLoovvee  ttoo  DDeeccoorraattee??

Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best 
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. 

Home based, flexible schedule, low over-
head, wholesale accounts. Call for more 

information on how you can turn your    
passion into a business. 

703-239-8112,   DecoratingDen.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

I hear it all the time when I decline some
kind of offer, invitation, solicitation. Of
course, it’s not a problem – for me. But why
impose on me the inference that somehow
it’s a problem for you? Again, that’s not my
problem. (I have my own problems, and I’ll
try and not make this a cancer-column – for
a change.) What I should be hearing back to
my usually polite decline, is an expression
of gratitude for my having given the person
the opportunity to talk/listen to their pitch,
rather than be told, somewhat presumptu-
ously, that my not responding/being inter-
ested in their say-so, is not a problem – for
them.

Conversely, does that also mean, for
some vendors/solicitors/sellers that my not
being interested in what they have to
say/sell could be a problem for me? What,
am I no longer allowed to not be interested,
not open, to what someone who I don’t
know and who I have never met, has to say
to me? It’s still a free country, right? He (or
she) can say whatever he wants (except yell-
ing “Fire!” in a movie theater). Therefore,
shouldn’t it be equally true – without fear of
consequences, that I don’t have to listen?
Regardless of whether some other parties
think that my listening would be for my own
good, I am entitled, dare I say constitution-
ally protected (sort of) to not listen? And my
not listening (not being open) shouldn’t be
characterized negatively, as in “Not a
problem.”

Now I may be splitting hairs here (or
maybe it’s an infinitive I’m splitting), but
telling me how something might benefit me
would interest me a whole lot more than
how my response – or lack thereof, might
be a problem for you. You need to take the
high road and say, “Hello, ...” not travel the
low, circuitous road and try to get in by the
side door or maybe even the back door. You
want my attention, you want my interest;
you have to earn it, you have to work for it.
And working for it doesn’t mean invoking a
negative just because the initial feedback
you’re receiving from me isn’t positive. Of
that I’m sure. (As my father so often said,
“I’m very seldom wrong, but this time I’m
right.”)

And you know what else I’m sure of: I
matter more to me than whatever some-
thing I don’t do matters to somebody else.
And likewise, I don’t expect anything I say
or do to matter more to you than something
you may say or do. It’s human nature. The
three most important people in my life are
me, myself and I. I’m sure you also know
who’s most important to you. Therefore, I
already know what is or is not a problem for
me. I don’t need – or expect, quite frankly,
a third party (and an unrelated party at that)
to advise me of what problems I’ve caused
them. Whenever I hear “Not a problem”
from some person in response to my lack of
interest in something they said or asked me
to do or want me to buy, I think of some-
thing Capt. Hawkeye Pierce replied to
Major Frank Burns during a M*A*S*H epi-
sode when Frank asked/wanted Hawkeye to
do something (that he was disinclined to
even consider): “The instrument to measure
my indifference to that remark has yet to be
invented.”

Amen!
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for

The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Not a
Problem”
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1
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Most importantly if your gutter itself has
moved outward or shifted to the point
water and leaves are coming in behind the
gutter, it can rot out the fascia board and
the home could get potential interior water
damage. We will reset the system.

M&O REPAIR
Gutter re-set work

703-843-4792

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

EFH Construction
Int/Ext Remodeling • Kitchens

Baths • Basements • Additions etc.
Residential/Commercial  – 20 Years Experience

Class A License & Insured

No Job too Small

703-401-5785

Friendly Contracting Co.

friendlypnc@gmail.com

Call for a FREE Estimate!
(703) 425-3600

• Painting
• Carpentry
• Flooring & Tiling
• Windows & Doors

• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Drywall
• Power Washing

• Guttering
• Siding
• Roofing
• Foundation

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

SOD
Come to the farm and save

Cut FRESH Daily
www.chantillyturffarms.com

703-327-0908
Homeowners  Welcome

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

M&O Repair

GUTTER RESET
Painting

Pressure Washing
NEW GUTTERS

703-843-4792

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

GUTTER GUTTER

HAULING

HAULING

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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Camps & Schools

See FCPS,  Page 17

From Page 3

Weighing Punishment
gley, he also enrolled in drug counseling

and attended regular appointments with a
therapist and psychiatrist.

The Andersons agreed with the school
system on some levels. What Josh did was
wrong. His actions should have had conse-
quences.

But Josh’s parents also thought the sever-
ity of their son’s likely punishment – re-
moval from attending Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools — far outweighed the offense.

Josh may have used marijuana, but he
was not accused of trying to sell or distrib-
ute it to other students. Yet the Andersons’
son was treated as if he was a dangerous
criminal, they said.

The South Lakes athletic director had to
request special permission from the school
system for Josh to play an away game with
the South Lakes football team on Langley’s
field. Otherwise, Josh was barred from at-
tending any event – including prom, a
school play or graduation – held on
Langley’s campus.

“The school system doesn’t distinguish
between a bad kid and dumb kid when it
comes to these types of cases. Josh was a
dumb kid making a dumb mistake,” said
Tim Anderson, who thought obligatory
community service, perhaps cleaning the
cafeteria at school for awhile, would have
been a more appropriate punishment.

Several school administrators considered
Josh an asset, not a threat, to the school
community, said the Andersons.

For example, the South Lakes assistant
principal who reported Josh for smelling
like marijuana had also nominated the teen-
ager to be named the “coolest junior” in the
school the month. Among his staunchest
advocates was the South Lakes guidance
counselor, who had worked with Josh regu-
larly.

“The guidance counselor and the football
coach, even the guy who caught him, were
totally devastated,” said Tim Anderson.

JOSH was among 154 students who faced
expulsion from Fairfax County Public
Schools for marijuana during the 2008-09
school year alone.

Possession of marijuana was, by far, the
most common reason students face expul-
sion. The second most frequent offense —
an umbrella category called “prohibited
conduct” that includes fighting, causing a
disruption and defying staff — resulted in
only 84 recommendations for expulsion
during 2008-09.

The vast majority of students recom-
mended for expulsion are not kicked out of
the school system entirely, though those are
charged violations related to drugs almost
always face stiff consequences.

Violators frequently are removed from
their base school, subjected to random drug
tests and required to attend counseling, said
School Board members familiar with the
process. A few parents believe that punish-
ment, particularly for those students who
are caught with marijuana for personal use
and not intending to sell it, is too harsh and

more consideration should be given to the
student’s overall conduct and community
support.

CHARACTER REFERENCES, personal
accomplishments and endorsements from
the community appear to have little bear-
ing on the outcome of disciplinary hearings,
particularly in matters related to drugs, ac-
cording to the Andersons and some other
families who have encountered the process.

The cases of students facing serious con-
sequences, like a long-term suspension or
expulsion, are typically reviewed during a
disciplinary hearing, when members of the
school system’s central administration staff
recommend a punishment for the student.
The School Board also reviews and votes
on all expulsions individually.

But some parents complain the recom-
mendation for the student’s punishment is
predetermined before his or her disciplin-
ary hearing takes place. They said the hear-
ing officers largely ignore the testimony of
the student and his or her supporters.

When Josh first faced removal from Lan-
gley High School, the Andersons worried
their son had given a bad impression at his
hearing because he had “shut down” when
officials asked him questions. Josh, who was
taciturn and prone to shyness, had been in-
timidated by the situation, they said.

Tim Anderson called a school official the
next day to express concern that the panel
may not have gotten the correct impression
of his son. “We had the hearing and we felt
like Josh hadn’t been heard,” he said. The
official told him not to worry about the
impression Josh made on the officers be-
cause it was essentially a “done deal” once
a student was caught on school grounds
with drugs.

“His fate was determined before the hear-
ing,” said Tim Anderson.

SCHOOL BOARD members denied that
the outcome of student disciplinary cases
are predetermined and that individual cir-
cumstances are not considered.

“In my experience as a School Board
member, every case has been decided on
the individual facts of that case,” said Stuart
Gibson (Hunter Mill), who has presided
over 1,000 different disciplinary proceed-
ings.

“What happens in each case is unique to
each case,” he said.

But Gibson and other School Board mem-
bers said they also try to be consistent when
it comes to consequences for student viola-
tions. They make an effort to dole out the
same punishment to students who commit
similar offenses.

“I cannot remember a situation where a
kid was caught with drugs at school when
they were not sent to another school,” said
School Board member Dan Storck (Mount
Vernon).

FAIRFAX COUNTY Public Schools used to
take a more lenient approach to some drug

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Saraparn Meesombut trading 
as Pho N More, 144 Maple 
Ave. West, Vienna, VA 22180. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Wine and Beer on Premises 
license to sell or manufacture 
beverages, Saraparn 
Meesombut, President

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassifiedsHome & GardenHome & Garden

CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

PAINTING

FREITAS  PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Residential/Commercial
Wood & Drywall Repair

Deck Pwr Washing/ Sealing
Wall Paper Removal

Office: 703-841-5132
Free Estimates

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Brush, Yard Debris,
Furn., Appl.,

Basement,
Garage Cleaning

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

ClassifiedClassified
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

I
f last weekend’s showing was an in
dicator of how successful a season the
Langley High girls’ cross country team
is going to have, then Saxon fans

should be optimistic about good things
ahead this autumn.

Langley, among a field of 23 schools, took
fourth place overall at last Saturday’s an-
nual Monroe Parker Invitational meet, held
on the hilly 2.98 mile course at Burke Lake
Park.

“I was impressed with the way the girls
ran,” said Langley coach Gifford Krivak. “We
have had a good August training session,
and it showed in their performance.”

Most of the Northern Region’s schools
took part in the annual showcase event that
gives teams an early season sense of where
they stand among their region foes and re-
spective district opponents. Saturday’s races
began at 8 a.m. with the freshmen boys’
race, followed by the freshmen girls. Next
was the JV boys’ and girls’ races during mid-
morning. Then, to cap off the festive day of
high school cross country, the varsity races
— first the boys’ race at around 11:15 a.m.,
followed by the girls’ race at 11:45 a.m. —
took place.

It was an outstanding late summer day
for the running extravaganza with comfort-
ably warm temperatures and lots of sun-
shine spreading across the beautiful racing
course and park grounds. A large crowd

turned up to take in the
morning’s competition.

Because Saturday’s races
took place on the ninth anni-
versary of the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks, special tribute
was paid to those Americans
who lost their lives on that
morning. Prior to the varsity
races, a moment of silence
took place, allowing all of
those on hand — the athletes,
coaches, spectators and race
organizers — to briefly reflect
on the day’s solemn meaning.

On hand for the Sept. 11
tribute was the Lake Braddock
Secondary School Junior Re-
serve Officer Training Corps,
led by Lt. Col. Dwight Lomax,
a senior Army instructor from
Woodbridge. The four-student
group, attired in their handsome military
uniforms, raised high both the United States
and Virginia flags for the ceremonies. The
playing of the national anthem followed.

Then it was time for the morning’s main
event — the varsity races.

THE LANGLEY GIRLS’ team (137 points)
received an outstanding outing from sopho-
more runner Courteney West, who finished
eighth place overall with a time of 19 min-
utes even. West was thrilled with her team’s
top notch showing at the Monroe Parker
event.

“We were real proud,” said West, who a
year ago as a freshmen finished sixth over-
all at the district championships. “We didn’t
expect to do quite as well as we did [on
Saturday]. We stayed together and worked
as a team.”

The three teams finishing ahead of the
Saxons were first place Thomas Jefferson
(44 points), second place West Potomac
(86) and third place Lake Braddock (122).

Langley finished ahead of fifth place West
Springfield.

The individual girls’ champion was sopho-
more Sophie Chase of Lake Braddock, who
won with a time of 17:32. Edison’s Myah
Hicks finished second and Jefferson’s Lisa
Junta was third.

By finishing eighth, West earned a top 15
medal. Also earning a medal for the Sax-
ons was Esther Jeong, a junior transfer stu-
dent from Blacksburg who finished in 15th
place.

“Courteney West had a solid run, and
Esther Jeong gave us a big lift,” said Krivak.

West ran a good race, battling through
fatigue down the stretch.

“I felt good until the end,” said West. “I
didn’t want to give up and wanted to stay
strong. I said [to myself], ‘You’re almost
done, just push.’”

West was part of a Langley team last year
that finished second at districts behind
champion Jefferson before finishing a re-
spectable ninth place at the Northern Re-

gion Championships. She said the
Saxons can do even better this sea-
son.

“As a team we’re hoping to go
further this year and make it to
states,” said West.

Other strong outings for the Sax-
ons at Monroe came from sopho-
more Elissa Purdy (24th place);
juniors Mary Fouse, Allison Brady
and Devon Clark; senior Bridget
Chesney; and sophomore Jessica
Miles.

“Elissa Purdy had a good first
race,” said Krivak. “Her season
ended in October last year when
she broke the growth plate on her
foot, but she ran well without any
hesitation to finish 24th.”

The coach was extremely
pleased with his girls’ overall
showing.

“It’s a very competitive group of girls, yet
they are incredibly supportive of each
other,” said Krivak. “Fourth place is a good
place for us to start out, knowing that the
top four in the region [later in the season]
will go to states. There are a lot of good
teams in the region, and the fourth place
finish lets us know if we work hard and stay
healthy we’re right in the mix.”

The McLean High girls finished in 12th
place overall on Saturday. The Highland-
ers’ top finisher was sophomore Madalyn
Harper (45th overall). The next five McLean
runners to cross the finish line were senior
Laura Baker, sophomore Nancy Eveleigh,
junior Samantha Downey, junior Meredith
Bloom and junior Alexa Tabackman.

The Langley and McLean boys’ teams fin-
ished 12th and 18th, respectively, among a
field of 30 schools.

The top Saxon boys’ finisher was junior
Michael Meyer (40th overall), and the top
Highlander finisher was junior Jason
Richards (47th).

Saxon Girls Impressive at Monroe Parker
Langley finishes
fourth at 23-team
cross country event,
while Highlanders
take 12th place.

Langley’s Courteney West earned a top 15 medal
with an eighth place finish at Saturday’s Monroe
Parker Invitational at Burke Lake Park.
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Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Behind a powerful rushing game that ac-
counted for all four of its touchdowns, the
McLean High football team powered its way
past visiting Herndon, 27-14, Friday night,
Sept. 10 in a non-district matchup.

McLean, which two weeks ago opened the
season with a 14-6 home win over Washing-
ton-Lee, improved to 2-0 with the victory
over the Hornets.

A year ago, McLean had lost, 28-21, in a
road game at Herndon. But on Friday, play-
ing its second consecutive game at home to
begin the season, the Highlanders were able
to defeat a Herndon squad that, one week
earlier, had overwhelmed Jefferson, 41-0.

McLean, which led 20-7 at halftime,
rushed for over 280 yards in the win over the
Hornets. The Highlanders got touchdowns
on the ground from senior Jimmy Ludwick
(2), junior Ryan McColgan and senior Rafi
Enriquez.

Ludwick, who scored on runs of 14 and
one yard, finished the night with a game-
high 165 yards on 15 carries. McColgan
contributed 65 yards on 13 carries. Mean-
while, the Highlanders also used the passing

game effectively as quarterback Chase Mills com-
pleted six-of-nine passes for 68 yards. Four of his
completions went to senior wide receiver Bruce
Beatty (45 receiving yards).

Herndon’s top ground gainer was junior running
back Josh Schow, who scored a third quarter touch-
down to get the Hornets within 20-14 and finished
the game with a team-high 78 yards on 14 carries.

Herndon’s first touchdown of the game came in
the first quarter when sophomore quarterback Ky
Parrott connected with senior wideout Leeth Aaron
(3 catches, 23 yards) for a nine-yard scoring toss.

McLean will play at Wakefield High in Arlington
this Friday night while Herndon will host cross-
town rival South Lakes.

LANGLEY HIGH quarterback Braden Anderson
tossed for 257 yards and three touchdowns in a
losing cause as the Saxons lost in a high-scoring
overtime affair at Chantilly, 42-35.

Anderson, who completed 19-of-35 passes,
tossed a pair of touchdowns to Colin Pitts from 11
and 12 yards out, and also found Troy Scharfen (9
catches, 123 yards) for a 9-yard scoring play.

But Chantilly’s ability to run the football with
success proved to be the difference as the Charg-

ers (2-0) rushed for 450 yards. Jimmy Hicks was
the Chargers’ leading ball carrier with 192 yards
and four touchdown runs on 27 carries. The jun-
ior scored on touchdown runs of nine, 14, 3 and 1
yards away. The 1-yard score came in overtime and
proved to be the game-winner.

Also for Chantilly, William Hill-Pensamiento
rushed for 168 yards and a touchdown (38 yard
score) on 24 attempts. Cory Donovan (35 yards
rushing) and quarterback Carson Romine (49
yards, one TD) also contributed to the prolific
ground game.

Langley, which led 21-14 at the half, scored its
first touchdown in the first quarter when junior
running back Marcus Harvey returned a kickoff 93
yards for a score. Later in the half, the Saxons got
a 1-yard scoring run from AJ Holtberg.

Langley will be at home on Thursday night to
take on 0-2 Madison, which lost big at Yorktown
last week, 42-0. Chantilly will travel to the Route
1 South corridor of Alexandria to take on 1-1 West
Potomac, which lost a 28-24 overtime contest to
Westfield last week.

POTOMAC SCHOOL opened up its private
league schedule with a resounding 44-0 home win

over Randolph-Macon Academy (Front
Royal) last Friday. The Panthers jumped out
to a 42-0 first quarter lead. Top ball carri-
ers for the home team were Brandon
Arvanaghi (106 yards) and Michael Duffy,
who gained all his yardage on a long touch-
down run. Conor McNerney ran for two
touchdowns and caught another. The scor-
ing pass play, on a toss from quarterback
Edwin Kuhn, came from 15 yards out.
McNerney also returned a fumble 49 yards
for another score. That was one of two de-
fensive touchdowns for the Panthers — the
other coming on a fumble recovery in the
end zone by junior linebacker Andre
Peterson. Potomac School’s only points in
the second half came on a safety. Junior
Ryan Eckert converted all six of his point-
after kicks in the win.

On Thursday evening of this week,
Potomac School will be at home against
Bullis (Md.). Kickoff is scheduled for 4:45
p.m.

— Rich Sanders

High School Football Wrap-up
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violations. Until 10 or 12 years ago, stu-
dents caught with a small amount of mari-
juana at school were only subjected to a
five-day suspension and then allowed to
return to their base school, said Gibson.

Then, Virginia enacted a new law that
required schools to automatically expel stu-
dents for a variety of offenses, including the
possession of marijuana. While waiting for
the disciplinary hearing to take place, he
or she is also subjected to a mandatory out-
of-school suspension for at least 10 days.

The local School Board does have leeway
when it comes to drug offenses and expul-
sion. There are special circumstances School
Board members can use to justify a “modi-
fied expulsion,” where the student is al-
lowed to stay in the school system with a
less severe punishment.

In fact, the Fairfax County School Board
rarely expels students outright for drug of-
fenses according to data provided by the
Virginia Department of Education. From
2004 to 2009, 905 Fairfax County students
caught with drugs at school for personal use
received “modified expulsions.” Only nine
students were expelled from the school sys-
tem entirely.

“I can count on one or two hands the
number of times we voted for a student not

to receive services. The vast majority of stu-
dents stay in the system,” said Storck.

IN SEVERAL CASES, both the accused
student and administrators agree on the
facts of a case and the violator admits to
having had drugs at school. The difference
of opinion often occurs over what conse-
quences are appropriate, said Gibson.

“There are people who think students are
being punished far more severely than the
offense merits,” he said.

But Gibson said allowing a student to re-
turn to their classes after he or she has been
caught with drugs on campus could send
the wrong message to other teenagers and
children.

“I don’t think there is any question about
whether learning can go on in an environ-
ment that is infused with drugs,” he said.

Some parents think community support
and opinion about whether a student poses
a threat to others should be taken into con-
sideration.

Last year, a student from a public school
in McLean who admitted to smoking mari-
juana on a school trip garnered support
from teachers, coaches and other students’
parents.

According to the student’s family, many
members of their school community did not
think the teenager should be forced to trans-

fer schools for a first-time offense.
Several people wrote letters of support

on behalf of the student to the hearing of-
ficers presiding over his case but the school
system still removed the student from his
base school.  According to the student’s fam-
ily, the hearing officers appeared to ignore
or disregard public opinion about their son.

Families who appeal to the School Board
and hope the members will depart from the
decision of the hearing officers and consider
a wider range of factors are typically out of
luck. It is rare for a School Board panel to
reject a recommendation on a disciplinary
matter forwarded from staff.

“Over 90 percent of the time, we accept
what the hearing officer has sent us,” said
Storck.

The strong correlation between the hear-
ing office recommendation and School
Board decision is just another indication
that the process disenfranchises students
and parents, said Caroline Hemenway,
founder of Fairfax Zero Tolerance Reform,
a community group that advocates for
changes to Fairfax’s approach to disciplin-
ary matters.

“The hearings themselves are a kangaroo
court. Principals call the hearing officer and
make a recommendation for expulsion or

Schools

From Page 15

FCPS Expulsion Policy Questioned

See Schools,  Page 18

Megan Robson of McLean has
been named to the spring 2010
dean’s list at Clemson University of
South Carolina. She is majoring in
bio-engineering and is the daughter
of Geoff Robson.

McLean residents David Pate
(bachelor of science in economics
with finance applications) and An-
drew Briscoe (bachelor of busi-
ness administration in real estate fi-
nance) have graduated from South-
ern Methodist University of Dallas,
Texas.

Martin Brown of McLean has
been named to the spring 2010
dean’s list at Ithaca College’s School
of Humanities and Sciences. He is
the son of Garry and Melissa Brown.

McLean residents Mariana
Avvacumova and Victoria
Avvacumova have been named to
the spring 2010 president’s list at
Illinois Central College of East Peo-
ria, Ill.

Patrick Bardsley  of Great Falls
has been named to the 2010 dean’s
list for both semesters  at John Paul
the Great Catholic School.

School Notes
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Camps & Schools

School Expulsion
From Page 17

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 9
Beulah Road Al-Anon Group.

7:30 p.m. at the Antioch Christian
Church, 1860 Beulah Road,
Vienna. Practicing the Twelve
Steps, welcoming and giving
comfort to families of alcoholics,
and giving understanding and
encouragement to the alcoholic.
revku@cox.net.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 11
T’ai Chi Beginners’ Practice. 8

a.m. on the outdoor basketball
court behind Dolley Madison
Public Library at 1244 Oak Ridge
Ave., McLean. 703-759-9141 or
www.FreeTaiChi.org.

Brinker Toastmasters. 9:30 a.m.
at Vienna Presbyterian Church,
124 Park St. N.E., Vienna. Meets
second and fourth Saturday of the
month. brinker.wordpress.com.

The Smart Split. 10 a.m. McLean
Government Center, 1437 Balls
Hill Road, McLean. Legal aspects
you need to know about
separation and divorce. Register at
703-281-2657 or
www.thewomenscenter.org.

Attacking the College
Application Essay. 10 a.m. The
Women’s Center, 127 Park St.,
N.E., Vienna. Writing tips and
worksheets along with actual
examples of essays written by
students who were accepted into
their first-choice schools. Register
at 703-281-2657 or
www.thewomenscenter.org.

MONDAY/SEPT. 13
Lunch N’ Life. 12-2 p.m. at Emmanuel

Lutheran Church, 2589 Chain Bridge
Road, Vienna. For people age 50 and
up. Speaker, Mimi Clark Gronlund,
daughter of late U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Tom Clark. $10, reservation
and prepayment required by Sept. 3.
703-281-5038 or www.scov.org.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 14
Great Falls Citizens Association

General Session Meeting. 7:30
p.m. at the Great Falls Grange, 9818
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Beginning of a five-part seminar
series on waste water issues and the
future of the Great Falls commercial
center. GFCA will also present its
agenda and budget for the upcoming
year. www.gfca.org.

Improve Communication Between
Parents and Teens. 6 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. “How to talk
to your Teenager, or how to get them
to put down the electronics and
listen”, a free seminar led by clinical
psychologist Dr. Melissa Sporn.
Open-ended communication models,
boundary setting and more. Register
at 703-255-5721 or
bwyatt@viennava.gov by Sept. 10.

Tysons Corner Kiwanis Club
Meeting. 7:30 p.m. at George C.
Marshall High School, Room 229A
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
Meeting is public and Individuals
looking to volunteer in their
community welcome.
www.tysonscornerkiwanis.org.

NARFE Chapter 1116, Vienna-
Oakton Area. 1:30 p.m. at Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
Vienna. With speaker Sally Harvey,

Dulles Airport Travelers Aid. 703-
281-5123 or 703-205-9041

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 15
Prevention of Blindness Society

of Metropolitan Washington.
10 a.m. at Vinson Hall, 6251 Old
Dominion Drive, McLean. Low
Vision Group, “What’s New in Low
Vision” with speaker. Suleiman
Alibhai, O.D. Free. 202-234-1010.

The Advisory Board of the
Northwest Center for Mental
Health Services. 7-9 p.m. at
Northwest Center for Community
Mental Health, 1850 Cameron
Glen, Reston. Volunteers are
needed to serve and act as
advocates for women’s shelters,
homeless shelters, etc. The Board
meets the 3rd Wednesday of every
month. Contact Cleveland at 703-
435-0868 or
leaderwilliams@gmx.com.

VTRCC and Falls Church
Chamber of Commerce Speed
Networking Breakfast. 7:30
a.m. at The Westin, Tysons Corner,
7801 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
$30 members, $40 non-members.
www.vtrcc.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 16
Fall ESL Class Registration. 7

p.m. at St. Mark Christian
Formation Center, 9972 Vale
Road, Vienna. Classes will meet 8
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. New
students must purchase the
appropriate book. An optional
basic computer skills class is
offered to intermediate and
advanced students. $20 for the 10
week semester. 703-424-1046
(English), 703-477-2389 (Spanish)
or 703-505-0123 (Korean).

Bulletin Board

suspension way before the hearing. Right from the
beginning, the students don’t get the same opportu-
nity to present their case. Then, almost 100 percent
of appeals are denied since the school board never
reverses a hearing office recommendation,” said
Hemenway.

Hemenway said there are few positive outcomes
that appear to derive from having harsh conse-
quences for marijuana use in particular.

In 2008, approximately 38 percent of 12th grad-
ers responding to the Fairfax County Youth Survey
reported that they had used marijuana at least once.
Seventeen percent said they used it at least once in
the last 30 days.

“You cannot claim that a child caught smoking a
joint is a danger to the community when something
like 40 percent of seniors have used it,” she said.

For the most part, the harsh consequences for mari-
juana use only traumatize students who happen to
get caught, said Hemenway. Recently, the Andersons
heard from the family of a lacrosse player at Chantilly
High School who was emotionally devastated, said
Tim Anderson.

Though Josh, a good-looking and athletic boy, had
a positive experience when he was forced to move
from Langley to South Lakes in the middle of his
high school career, other students are not so lucky,
said Hemenway.

Removing a child from their friends and support
network and sending them to a school in a different
part of the county is not going to help those chil-

dren who might have turned to drugs because of de-
pression, low self-esteem or other mental health is-
sues, she said.

The process also places a tremendous burden on
parents and other family members.

It fell on Hemenway to shuttle school assignments
and monitor her son’s classwork at home when the
teenager, who is now a physics major at James Madi-
son University, was caught using marijuana and re-
moved from South Lakes High School for several
months one spring.

When her son was allowed to attend a regular
school again, the family also had to get him to and
from their home in Oak Hill to Marshall High School
in Falls Church every day. The school system does
not provide transportation for students who have
been removed from their base school for disciplinary
reasons.

According to Storck, students caught with alcohol
at school are just as likely to be removed and sent to
another campus as those caught with marijuana.

But during the 2005-06 school year, the Fairfax
County hearing office considered 154 students for
expulsion related to the possession of marijuana and
just one student for the possession of alcohol, de-
spite the fact that far more Fairfax County students
report using alcohol than marijuana. Approximately
72 percent of 12th graders who answered the 2008
Fairfax County youth survey reported using alcohol
at least once in their lifetime. More than twice as
many 12th graders (43 percent) said they had used
alcohol over the past month than those who said they
used marijuana during the same time period.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper. For more real estate
listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Great Falls
10423 Artemal Lane...........$699,000...Sun 1-4....Beth Putnam................Long and Foster.........703 759 9072

633 River Bend  ................ $849,000...Sun 1-4....Lyons & McGuire Team...Weichert....................703-406-9009

9567 Edmonston DR.......$1,495,000...Sun 1-4....Virginia Clark ...............Long & Foster...........703-254-3866

836 Nethercliffe Rd.........$1,700,000...Sun 12-4..Andre Amini.................Weichert ....................703 759 6300

Reston
12124 PURPLE SAGE CT...$260,000... Sun 1:30-4:30...Candace Woodson.......Weichert....................703-264-0000

1577 Church Hill Place......$289,500 ...Sun 1-4....Nancy Burke ................Weichert ....................703.863.3337

1415 Church Hill Place......$290,000 ...Sun 1-4....Peter Burke..................Weichert ....................703.786.3334

2352 Horseferry CT............$325,000...Sun 1-4....Virginia Clark ...............Long & Foster...........703-254-3866

11095 SAFFOLD WAY........$425,000...Sun 1-4....Pat Orend.....................Long & Foster...........703-407-3300

11760 Sunrise Valley Dr....$459,000 ...Sun 1-4....Peter Burke..................Weichert ....................703.786.3334

11926 RIDERS LN..............$699,000...Sun 1-4....Christine Oberhelman...Weichert....................703-941-0100

Oak Hill/Herndon
2857 FOX MILL RD............$785,000...Sun 1-4....Joe Facenda.................RE/MAX.................... 703-281-2785

Oakton
11119 Tattersall Trail..........$769,000...Sun 1-4....Ann Shirey...................McEnearney.............703- 868-1396

McLean
1828 Rupert Street.............$619,000...Sun 2-4....JD Callender ................Weichert....................703-606-7901

1020 Union Church Rd....$1,450,000...Sun 1-4....Carol, Leslie & Tracy Wilder...McEnearney..............703-789-7226

Sterling
104 Juniper Avenue ........... $334,900...Sun 1-4....Kathy Colville...............Long & Foster...........703-444-1559

Vienna
1320 Colvin Forest Dr ........$819,000...Sun 1-4....Scott Koval ..................Samson Properties ... 703-625-3446

8761 Cedar Meadow Ct......$899,900...Sun 1-4....Lilian Jorgenson..........Long & Foster...........703-407-0766

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 18th & 19th

11095 SAFFOLD WAY, Reston • $425,000 • Open Sunday 1-4
Pat Orend, Long & Foster. 703-407-3300

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.
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Faith

Faith Notes are for announcements
and events in the faith community. Send
to vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Vienna Presbyterian Church, on
the corner of Maple Ave. and Park St. in
Vienna, will host Passages, for those
experiencing the pain of separation or
divorce. 7-9 p.m. on  Tuesdays begin-
ning Sept. 28. Cost of materials is $20,
scholarships available. 703-938-9050 or
passages@viennapres.org.

Trinity United Methodist
Church, 1205 Dolley Madison Blvd.,
McLean, Sunday worship services are at
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday School for
adults is at 9:30 a.m. and for children
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
Youth Group for grades 7-12 meets Sun-
day nights, 6 - 7:30 p.m. A 20-minute
service of Holy Communion is held each
Wednesday at 12 p.m. 703-356-3312 or
umtrinity.org.

Epiphany United Methodist Pre-
school, 1014 Country Club Drive, N.E.
in Vienna, is now enrolling 3-4-year-old
students for the 2010/2011 school year.
Contact 703-938-2391 or
www.epiphanypreschool.com.

The Unitarian Universalist Con-
gregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter

Mill Road in Oakton, would like to an-
nounce that beginning Sept. 11 they will
offer services on Saturdays at 4:30 p.m.,
in addition to Sunday services at 9:15
a.m. and 11:15 a.m.  Classes for children
and youth begin Sept. 18/19.
www.uucf.org.

First Baptist Church of Vienna,
450 Orchard St. N.W. in Vienna, will
celebrate its Annual Homecoming Ser-
vices on Sunday, Sept. 19, with guest
ministers for the 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
services. Rev. Dr. Leonard Smith, pastor
of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Arlington
will be the guest speaker for the 3 p.m.
program. Dinner will be served immedi-
ately after the 11 a.m. services.

Antioch Christian Church, 1860
Beulah Road in Vienna, is hosting a
training event for Altar Counselors, 7
p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 29, led by
Terry Wigglesworth of the
Wigglesworth Company. The training
will be for all lay people who help with
altar counseling of individuals who may
want to make a salvation or baptism
decision, rededication or membership
decision and more. Reserve at
revku@cox.net.

Vienna Assembly of God has a
ministry to children on Wednesdays, 7-
8 p.m. at the corner of Center N and Ayr

Hill Avenue, N.E. Children’s Church on
Sundays also available. 703-938-7736
or www.ViennaAG.com.

Vienna Christian Healing
Rooms, every Saturday, 1-5 p.m., at
8200 Bell Lane. A team of Christians is
available to anyone requesting prayer.
Free and open to the public. 703-698-
9779 or
www.viennachristianhealingrooms.com.

English classes at McLean Bap-
tist Church on Mondays, including
beginning, intermediate and advanced
levels. Advanced electives are Litera-
ture, U.S. Government, World Religions,
and current events. Free class and reg-
istration, but students must buy their
own books. 9:30 a.m. at 1367 Chain
Bridge Road. 703-356-8080 or
www.mcleanbaptist.org.

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church,
1830 Kirby Road in McLean. The third
Sunday service every month at 10:15
a.m. allows children to play active roles
in the music and as greeters and ushers.
Traditional services are every Sunday at
8:15 and 10:15 a.m. Nursery is available
at the 10:15 a.m. service. 703-356-
7533.

Chesterbrook United Methodist
Church is at 1711 Kirby Road, McLean.

Worship service is at 11 a.m. Sunday
school is at 9:30 a.m. for adults and
children. Rev. Kathleene Card, Pastor.
703-356-7100 or
www.ChesterbrookUMC.org.

The Jewish Social Services
Agency (JSSA) offers a wide variety of
support groups for those with emo-
tional, social, and physical challenges.
Contact Gary Axelrod, 301-610-8309 or
gaxelrod@jssa.org, or www.jssa.org.

Charles Wesley and
Chesterbrook United Methodist
Churches invite the community to a
20-minute weekly service of prayer and
Holy Communion in the Charles Wesley
sanctuary, 6817 Dean Drive in McLean,
at 12 p.m. Thursdays. At the conclusion
of the service, there is a time of indi-
vidual blessing, anointing and healing
prayer. 703-356-6336.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia of-
fers a variety of free bereavement
support groups, meeting on a weekly
basis. Contact 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org for schedules
and registration information.

McLean Bible Church Fitness
Class at Body & Soul fitness. Balance is
key, energy is renewed, strength is
gained, and friendships are formed.

Mondays 9:15 a.m. and Fridays 9:45
a.m. Childcare is free for registered stu-
dents. E-mail
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org for more
information.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center of-
fers ongoing classes on meditation and
Buddhist philosophy, Mondays at 7 p.m.
at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. $10 per class. 202-331-
2122 or www.meditation-dc.org.

A Centering Prayer Group meets
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. at Andrew Chapel
United Methodist Church, 1301 Trap
Road, Vienna. The hour includes a brief
reading related to Centering Prayer, fol-
lowed by a 20-minute prayer period.
E-mail Martha Thomas at
mmthomas211@hotmail.com or call the
church at 703-759-3509.

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Washington and the Jewish
Outreach Institute offer the Mothers/
Parents Circle, an umbrella of free edu-
cational events and resources. Jewish
rituals, ethics and the creation of a Jew-
ish home, regular meetings and group
Shabbats and holidays. Participants in-
clude Sha’are Shalom, Congregation
Beth Emeth, Temple Rodef Shalom and
the Jewish Community Center of North-
ern Virginia. ShalomDC.org.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

bSt. LUKE A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

571-337-2022

Announcing for Fall - Beginning September 11
Saturday Service, 4:30pm

Sunday Services 9:15am & 11:15am
Programs for children & youth

703-281-4230
2709 Hunter Mill Rd, Oakton, VA 22124

www.uucf.org b
b

Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Fairfax “Many Beliefs, One Spiritual Community”
We welcome all who seek a liberal religious home.

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS
SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming
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Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Lynn Kemmerer
Buyer Agent

Anne Morrow
Buyer Agent

Great Falls $1,375,000

Great Falls $2,250,000

Great Falls $1,075,000

Leesburg $445,900

Great Falls $1,695,000

Potomac Falls $392,500

Great Falls $1,399,000 Great Falls $1,125,000

Great Falls $1,425,000

Great Falls $1,379,000

Great Falls $1,675,000

Great Falls $7,650,000

Great Falls $3,450,000

Leesburg $625,000

Great Falls $3,495,000
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